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CHAPTER XIII
ORPHANAGES.
ALL over India missions have had orphans under
their charge, but from personal knowledge I can
only speak of the North-West.
The need for these institutions was most pressing in
1838 and 1839. I remember hearing, on my arrival at
Benares, the most harrowing account of the fearful
sufferings of the people over a great extent of country.
The famine had been sore in the land. People fled
from their towns and villages, hoping to reach a more
favoured region; but travelling through districts as destitute
of food as those they left, they received no help, and
perished miserably. The weak and the very young were
the first to succumb. Many struggled on, eating grass
or anything that could allay the pangs of hunger, in the
hope of reaching the cities where they could expect
relief from their own people, and still more from their
English rulers. At that time Agra was the seat of
government for the North-West, and as the famine was
specially severe in that district, so great a multitude poured
into it that, notwithstanding the strenuous effort put
forth by Europeans, official and non-official, helped by
wealthy and benevolent natives, only partial relief could
be afforded. The means of communication between one